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(54) OPTICAL DISK 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a mask layer capable of surely recording and reproducing 
information without rupturing the information to be recorded and the recorded information when 
information signals are optically recorded and reproduced in high density (super high resolution). 
SOLUTION: In an optical disk wherein a mask layer 4A whose temperature and li^t 
transmittance are increased as irradiation optical intensity of a laser beam L is increased and a 
recording layer 6 for recording and reproducing information signals are laminated and film— formed 
on a transparent disk substrate 2 and the diameter of an optical spot of the laser beam L 
projected from the transparent disk substrate 2 side is made incident on the recording layer 6 
being changed to a substantially reduced diameter of the optical spot by passing through the 
mask layer 4A, the mask layer 4A is so formed that the. best mask effect is obtained when the 
laser beam has the greatest irradiation optical intensity by which recorded information recorded 
in the recording layer 6 can be repeatedly reproduced without rupturing the recorded 
information. 
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